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THE ART OF THE COWPOKE

Old West lives on
in Ralston’s works

By CHRIS. RUBICH
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herding on the Montana
prairies, of singing in a voice
that reminded his none-too-
gentle and unappreciative
saddle buddies of the voice of
that drab but vocal pative of
the plains, the long billed
curlew,” sald a Gazette review
when the book was released in
1987, just months before he
died In November 1987 at age
9L

Land where the wild range

cattle grow
And walk the trails of lang ago;
L Trails first made by the buffa-

Where the eagle wheels in the
summer sky;
Where the meadowlark on a

-‘;ﬂn‘hs Its notes with the
curlew’s cry.

Yex, those who know and love
the West

Can count themselves among
the blest.




A CaiN FOR DOWNTOWN

Artist Ralston’s studio to be moved to Heritage Center
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By CHRIS RUBICH
Of The Gazenie Seall
‘Western artist LK.

Ralston and his son, Kenneth,
built 1 log-cabin artist’s studio in
04647, it Lay about rwo miles out
side the city of Billings.

in 193& City permits are
p-rnd.lqm-lllwpl-m!ﬂhnﬂofﬂk
cabin outside another

removed from the original studio
cabin, where Ralston painted into
the 19804, and for the studio to stand
on the northeast corner in front of
the center The cabin would be free-
and would rest on 2 new

concrete foundation in a landscaped
courtyard with the cabin
entrance (acing west

The 450-square-foot
cabin’s fireplace, built of
rock from the Rimrocks,
echoes the sandstone
quarried from the Rims
to bulld the Western
Heritage Center. The
plan s for the 18-foot by
25-foot cabin to be used
as a reception area, gift
shop and gallery

“This is going to cre
ate a visual landmark”
said Julie Dial, the cen-

Inchude unfinished paint-
ings and a jar holding paint brushes
— provide “a look through the

man's life”

Pleasa sea Ralston, 3A
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would align with similar rock when placed at the northeast corner of the Western Heritage Center.
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M Western artist LK. Ralston
earmed many honors in his
lifetime and leaves a colorful

legacy. Magazine 1E

Find out more at:

billingsgazette.com
W For a complete chronalogy of the life
of LK. Raiston, see the link in thes story.
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HE ARTIST’S STUDIO

Teri Mundahi, office manager at the Western Heritage
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Ralston exhibit set
to open in Billings

By DONNA HEALY
Of The Gazette Stafl

At the Billings airport, a
mural of the first flight over
Billings painted by ] X. Ralston
shows the expressions of awe on
also shows a horse hitched to a
wagon bolting away from the
NOISE In tEITOr

The emotion in the painting
takes you into the story, sad
Ralston’s granddaughter, AlLisa
Scott. Scott will reminisce about
her grandfather on Fnday dur-
ing the opening celebration of
the Western Hentage Center's
exhibit “|.K Ralston: History on
Canvas.”

which hangs at the bartlefield's
interpretive center, contains 39
histonically accurate scenes and
took six years 1o complete.

It was a family joke how tired
Ralston's wife, Willo, must have
gotten looldng at dead horses,
Scott said in a phone interview.

The heritage center’s exhibit
contains arhfacts from the
artist’s life, along with paintings
illustrating the depth of his
career. For the first time since
1996, the general public will also
be able to tour the Ralston
cabin, said Julie Dial, the cen-
ter's executive director. The
cabin, which was built in 1947,
moved from the campus of
Rocky Mountain College to its

Ralston, who had a meticu- current home at the Western
lous eye for detail, spent 10 Heritage Center in 2004 as the
years researching the Battle of
the Little Bighorn. His mural, Piease see Studio, 12A
. preview reception and fund-raising auc- film “The Oid West of LK. Ralston® and a
PO | e L S i
y at noon, tours w and
Hu'rj-ri.)e Caﬂumtuy-sh:rigermgh Saturday, Lecture Series features a talk by A'lLisa ;
focuses on the opening of the gallery Scott, Ralston's granddaughter, followed The center, at 2822 Montana Ave., is
exhibit, “/.K. Ralston: History on Canvas. A at 1 p.m. by a presentation of the short open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.
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Continued from 1A

WHC merged with the JK.
Ralston Studio Inc.

Ralston died in 1987.

“What's so wonderful about
his work is his need for detail
and his great desire for histori-
cal accuracy,” said Scott, who
works as a bookkeeper in
Missoula.

One of his paintings shows
her mother, Marjorie, and her
uncle, Keany, as children,
looking at a mare and her new
filly.

“That painting has been In
my house all my life,” she said.

After remodeling her home
in 2000, she hung the painting
back on the wall and noticed
for the first time in 40 years
that her grandfather had paint-
ed a piece of baling twine hang-

ing out of her uncle's back
pocket.

“He had an incredible eye for
detail. His paintings never stop
taking you in," she said.

Scott was in her late 20s
when her grandfather died.
Because her father died when
she was 10, her grandfather was
closely involved in her upbring-
g

As a child, she remembers
him giving her big hugs that
invariably ended with him pat-
ting her and saying “Aw, what a

little heifer you are.”

Scott is enthusiastic about
the chance to see some of the
works in the exhibit herself. The
exhibit's center wall contains
one of a series of 3x15-foot line

drawings done by her grandfa-
ther.

“They'd been wrapped up in
tubes in storage for years
because there was no place for

them to be displayed,” she said.

L ————

In addition to paintings from
the center's collection, the
exhibit showcases borrowed

pieces from area families and
institutions.

Scott's memories of Ralston’s
cabin focus on family gatherings
with relatives clustered around
the dinner table.

“It was like having a shoe-
horn, sitting around dinner
table,” she said.

For years her grandfather’s

studio sat in the 2100 block
between Alderson and Grand
avenues, behind what is now the
Village Inn Pizza Parlor.

At the heritage center,
Ralston's cabin has been set up
as it was when the artist used it
as his studio, Dial said.

“The look we're going for is
like he just left,” Dial said. |

Funds from tonight's auction
at the WHC will help pay for
landscaping and  security
around the cabin



MOVING HISTORY

S
T

o R e -

I e

BOB ZELLAR/Garette Stifl

JoAnn Ostermilier directs traffic as the Raiston Cabin reaches the Western Heritage Center

Artist Ralston’s cabin is moved
to Western Heritage Center site

By CHRIS RUBICH
Of The Gazette Staff

Two pieces of history now share
the same site in downtown Billings.

The log-cabin studio of the late
‘Western artist James Kenneth
Ralston stands on stee] beams and
dollies outside the Western Heritage
Center, which was built more than a
century ago to house Parmly Billings

On Tuesday morning, Ostermiller
Housemoving eased the cabin from
the campus of Rocky Mountain
College and onto Rimrock Road. The
450-square-foot cabin traveled east
to North 27th Street, then south to
downtown before being backed into
place on the northeastern comner of
the Western Heritage Center, at 2822
Montana Ave.

White signs on the sides of the
cabin proclaimed, “The historic
Ralston Studio going to the Western
Heritage Center”

Montana Avenue was closed, and
folks stopped to watch as the tractor

ik = ' A

driver sharply angled the tractor and
its Joad into the narrow space
between the center’s stone steps and
the foundation onto which the cabin
will be rolled in the next few days.

Please see Cabin, 14A

Find out more at:
billingsgazette.com

 To see additional photos of the Ralston
cabin en route to the Western Heritage
M&nw,mhphmmlimlnﬂis
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way and landscaping.

As part of the move, a two-
room addition to the studio was
removed, and materials from the
addition may be used to help in
the restoration. The old founda-
tion also will be removed from
the RMC campus and the hole
filled.

Julie Dial, executive director
of the Western Heritage Center,
said they expect to be able to
cleaning of the cabin on Monday.
With the merger of the WHC
and Ralston foundations and
deeding of the cabin to the
WHC, the center has acquired
the studio’s furnishings along

i his
artist's equipment.

Copies of original Ralston oils
and notecards, along with his
biography, also went to the WHC

Battle of the Little Bighorn.

There, he would learn all he
could, including listening to the
stories of individuals involved or
descendants, walk the land and
take photos.

Back home in Billings, his
wife, Willo, would help archive
the materials.

Then, with a stick, rock or
“whatever he picked up" as
emblematic of the site, he would
paint, Dial said.

The WHC hopes to incorpo-
rate looks at his approach to the
world, what can be learned from
it and its relevance to today into
future projects. His historical
igni ranges from his life
as one of the last open-range
cowboys in Montana, his role as
an artist hired by the Works
Progress Administration in the
Depression and his stature as one
of the three R's at the top of
Western artists, which include
Charles Russell and William

Remington.

Dial said the WHC wants to
restore the cabin to lock as it did
when Ralston worked there in
the 1980s and to have some
exhibits to travel to schools
beginning in the fall. Old photos
of the cabin'’s interior will help in
the restoration.

The moving and restoration
project are estimated to cost
$56,000, and grants have been
sought to help pay the costs. The
public may help by donating to
the J.K. Ralston Fund at the
WHC.

The move has drawn new
attention to Ralston, and people
in the community who own
Ralston works have contacted
the WHC about possibly lending
materials for exhibits or to share
stories about the artist.

“It's been a very et
experience to o
ry and legacy of Ken Ralston
and prepare to share it with th
public as soon as possible
Gustafson said.
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