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THE ART OF. Il:!E COWPOKE 
Old West lives on 
in Ralston's works 
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A. CABIN FOR DOWNTOWN 
Artist Ralston's studio to be moved to Heritage Center 
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"A Joe of good 
people hav,­
worked on clus­
ket?pmg Ralscon '.s 
legacy alive. I'm 
glad co see le find 
a home on 
Moncana 
Avenue.• 



THE ARTIST'S. STUDIO 

MYID~Staff 
Ton Mundahl, omc, manaaor at tho _.,,, ttonuao eontor, atands 1n tho JJL Ralston studlo-<:abln 
that tho lat. Ill-- artist and his son, Lit Ralston, built In tho 1940L 

Ralston exhibit set 
to open in Billings 
By DONNA HEALY 
Of Th(' G:u.tttt Sufi 

Al. the Billings airport. a 
mural of tht" first fight OYt'r 
Buw,p painted by j.K. Ralston 
shows tJK- C'xpttSSlOllS of al'l'C' on 

facn in thc croYid. The pwiting 
also s.bO'-NS a bo~ hitched to a 
wagon bolting away from the 
noist:intcrror. 

The rmotion in tlK- painting 
ukes you into the story, said 
R.a.lSlon's granddaughter, A'.lisa 
Scott. Scott will re~ about 
her grandfather on Fmby dW'· 
ing tht opening «lebration of 
the- Western Hcnl.tgc Ccntet's 
uhi"bit MJ.K IWston: History on 
Ctnvas." 

whkh ~ at thr ba.nlffield's 
intcrpretivc- centt'r, conuins J9 
histoncally accuntc scrncs and 
took sii: yeMS to complete. 

lrwuafamilyt()krbowtin-d 
lulston's wife, Wallo, must have 
gotten looking at dead bones, 
Scott said in a phont" intervitw. 

IWston. who had a mcticu· 
lous eye for ddail, ,prnt IO 
ycan rc,,an:hing the &ttl< of 
the Uttle Bighorn. Ha mural, 

The- hcntage cc-ntcr's C'Wb1t 
contains artifacts from the 
artist's life. along with J)m'ungs 
illustr.,ting the depth of his 
c.im=r. For the first time since 
1996. the grncral public will .also 
~ able 10 tow lM lulston 
c.lbin. said Julie~ the Cffl· 
ter's CU'C'Utivc director.~ 
c.abin. whlch ~ built in 1947, 
moved from the c~pus ol 
Rocky Mountain Colkgc to its 
cutff'nt home at the Western 
Heritage Center in 2004 as the 

J.ll llalstDn In his stuclo-abln. Tho cabin 

---- tho campuool lloclty llcu1talnCcJllollototho_..,,__,. 
Pfeue He Studio, 12A c.nter In late 2004. 

lfyooJiinon~ 
U.AJkt.on lMY5al:theWesttm 

Hontq C...ff, today lhmugh s.tunloy, 

'"""' OIi !ht optning of !ht golltry 
miibit,i.K.R>kton:Histo,y011c.,,,ru.•A 

pr..i.wnaptlonltldflnl.,.i..,g...,. 
tionstwpla<,mgt,. 

On Frldly •I 110011, th, High Noon 
Ledure s,rit, fntur", Ltllt by A'lhl 
Scott. Rolllon's gnnddougl,ltr, r-.r 
,1 1 p.m. by • pm,nbllon of u,, short 

fltm"Thootdw..tolll(.--,nda 
lol< by tit,,_ Jim Gnff. Guld«I 
tounoftlte«hlbltwillbtfridoy...r 
Stltrioy, 

The tftltff, ill 2122 Montlnl M,.15 
optn 10 Lffl.·5 P,111. ,..,,,_,5'11Atly, 



Studio 
Continued from 1A 

WHC mergc,d with the J.K. 
Ralston Studio loc. 

R.ilston died in 1987. 
"What's so wooderfu1 about 

his work b his ncc,d for detail 
and his great desir,, for histori• 
cal accuracy," said Scott. who 
works a.s • bookkcc~r in 
Missoula. 

One or his paintings shows 
her mother, Marjorie, and her 
uncle, Kenny. as children, 
looking at a mare and her new 
lilly. 

"11,,i pointing bu bttn in 
my houS<> all my life," she said. 

After remodeling her home 
in 2000, she hung the painting 
back on the wall and noticed 
for the first time in 4'0 years 
that her grandfather had point• 
cd a piece of.baling twine hang-

ing out o( her uncle's back 
pockcL 

"He had an incredible eye for 
d<t2il. Hb pointings nevtt stop 
t.Jdng you in.· she said. 

Scott was in her late 20s 
when her grandfather died. 
ll<caUS<> her father dic,d when 
she was 10, her grandfather was 
closely invnlvc,d in her upbring: 
ing. 

As a child. she remembers 
him giving her bi& hugs that 
invariably endc,d with him pat­
ting her and s,ying "Aw, what a 
good little heifer you arc.• 

Scott is enthusiastic about 
the chance to Stt some of the 
works in the e:dubit hcrsclf. The 
cxhibit's ccn1cr wall contains 
one of a S<>ries of 3xJS-foot line 
drawings done by her grandfa­
thcL 

"They'd been wnippcd up in 
tu~ in stongc for years 
b«ausc there wu no place for 
them to be displayc,d. • she said. 

In addition to paintings from 
the center's collection. tbc 
exhibit showca.ses borrowed 
pieces from atta families and 
lnstirudons. 

Scott's mc.mories of Ralston's 
cabin focus on family gatherings 
with relatives clustered around 
the dinner table. 

"It w.u like having a shoe­
horn, sitting around the dinner 
table,• she said. 

For year, her gnndfathcr's 
studio sat in the 2100 block 
between Alderson and Grand 
avenues, behind what b now the 
Villoge Ion Pizza ParlOL 

At the hcribgc center, 
Ralston's cabin has been set up 
as it was when the artist used it 
u his studio1 Dial said. 

"The loolc wc'tt going foe is 
like be just left," OW said. 

Funds from tonight's auctloo 
at the WHC will help pay fa< 

laodscaping and security 
around the cabin. 



MOVING HISTORY 
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Artist Ralston's cabin is moved 
to Western Heritage Center site 
ly CIIIIS RUIICtl 
Of Th, Gaunt 5uff 

1wo pieces of history now shatt 
the same w iD downtown Billu,p. 

The ~in studio of the late 
Western artist James Kmneth 
Ralston stands on sled beams and 
dollies outside the W.....,, Heritage 
Cenla, which WU built IDO<C than & 
<=IW')' ago to house Pumly Billinp 
Library. 

On Tuesday momiog. Ostermiller 
Housenaving eased the cabin &om 
the campus of Rocky Mountain 
College and -0 RimrocJt Road. The 
-450-square-fooc cabin n-n,,led ...i 
to Nocth 21th 5tJffl, then south to 
downtown before being badc,d into 
pl.itt on the oortheastem comer of 
the Western Heritage Cente~ al 2822 
MoaunaAve. 

White signs OD the sides of the 
c:abio proclaimed, ".Jhc historic 
Ralston Studio going to the Western 
Heritage Ccote,;" 

Montma Avmue was clooed, and 
folks stopped lo wm:b Uthe tracto, 

driYer slwply angled the ttactor and 
its load into the narrow SP'ICC 
between the center's stoot steps and 
the foundation onto which the cabin 
will be rolled in the next few days. 

Pl- - Cabin, 14A 

Spectaton 
watcllfrom 
thew.tan, 
Herltqo 
Center 
otalnwltha 
photo at JJC. --inc 
-t!Mlr 
~ .. 
thellalston 
cabin-

- n-.dln 

----~~ 

0 Find out more at 
blWngsgazette.com 

■ To 5ft addllionll pholos al the llilslDr, 
cabin en route to the -. Heritage 
Cenl!r, 5ft the pholn gallery tt In this 
stoly. 



Cabin 
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~drtftr'luillat~ 
within inchet o( obttiuc:tlons 
-~apedallycamully 
!,yAtida<:ook,..._.,graud­
da.-:, who bad .,.,_ &om 
,.._.farthe-. 

"The trip from the campus. 
wbeff the cabin bad been IIICJftd 
In 1981, - projected lo take 
~ two bows. But the -
wa,te,,en~ 

Belore-thelOUDdol 
hammen nag .... - WOlm'I 
began maldng final adlmlments 
before the cabin can ~ -. 
fand ID tbt new coacrecr ban-

' daricn Getting to dlil point took 
lats o1_,..,. and --.iring 
apla ID enaitt !bar the founda.: 
tiao would encdy fit the cabin, 
wblch - built by the artiot and 
bla-. LL llallton, In the mid-
1940a. 

Far the - tbt cabin -
lifted alf lta old bmdmon But 
the~ Char had bttn laid ID 

aupport the - lin,placc when 
die abiD - built - lcopc 
latact to 11..,...t tbe-tbat 
- quarried from the 
Jllmrocb. And a apedal auppan 
- built ID bald tboee Clllra 
IDchs oi 0DDCffte and the f!tt... 
place CID0e the cabin ii In place. 

ODcelbecabinilJDaWedoalo 
dlr bmdedon ood le¥ded. tpe­

f'lal lllrUdllnl --- will ~ 
dmcn diroup lb lawu lop and 
I.mo wood plares OD the fiouoda.. 
don to proride stabWty, aaid 
Wayne Gusta&on, a tttittd 
arc:tmct who 00Cll'Cllnated 
IDildQg and O(ber apecu:,:; --Among projectl remaining 
are aaaDms utiJides and the 
beadQs .,--. rdDlttPllioo nl 
die porda nils lbal q,port the 
ftllly roa( repec:rmrnt « the 
roa( pourtas cl a caacme walk-

"-ill.. ' '!' -

N 
. ' .. , 

'· ,;. I 

JJC.llalatan 
UNdhla 
wcpeitaice 
••cawbar 
and Illa 
..-'Ctl 
lntotlle 
hlltDl'yol 
tlleWllltto 
cnata 
rnurwll, 
~ 
and pan and 
lnklUll:t-. 
b-more 
U-..ahalf 
cenbQ. rr·'· ,! • • . ., . 

• -
way and landscaping. 

Aa pan ol the -. a two-

- addillon ID the ltudlo -
raDIMd, and lmlerlals from the 
addidaa 1111'"1 ~ uoed to help In 
tb.c remution. 'Ibe old founda.. 
tioo also will ~ ttm0-1 from 
the RMC campus and the bole 
filled. 

Jullr Dial. CSttUDYe director 
al the Watan Heritage ~ 
said they expect to be able ID 
begin inleriot- finish work and 
cleaning o{ the cabin 00 Monday. 
Wm, the merga- o{ the WHC 
and Ralston foundations and 
deeding of tbe c.ibin to the 
WHC. the cm1tt h.u acquired 
the 1Cudio'1 fumlshi.ngs along 
with Ralston artworlt and Im 
artist'• ~ 

Copies ol original Rabtoo oils 
and notecardl, aloog with his 
biography, alao wmt to the WHC 

and will ~ IOld at the studio 
wbmltapem. 

'I1le WHC ltaft' Is In the 
raeardl-.1\xanesbibitoi 
Ralstoo'1 wcdr. let to open April 
22 in the Main Gallery. Cool< has 
provided the ~ with informa. 
tioo about bow her grandfather 
- about his painting and tbe 
studio. 

"Sbe has been wonderful 
helping put artifacts in penpec­
~- and came from Missoula 
aew,raJ time1 to help. Dial said. 

Ralston - kncnm for the 
historial acroncy o{ his works, 
and Cool< helped ocben under­
atand the procas be used to 
re.earch his paintings and 
Ralston'• place in history. 

The artist would go to the set­
ting foe worb such as bis lllW'ai 
showing of the aftermath o{ the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

There, he would learn all he 
could, Including listening to the 
stories of lndivlduals Involved or 
de9c=danls. 1'alk the land and 
takrpi-os. 

Back home in Billings, his 
wife, WUlo, would help archlv,, 
the materWs. 

'Iben, with a stick. rodt or 
"whatever he pic.ked up" u 
emblemadc: olthe lite, be would 
paint. Di.al said. 

The WHC hopes to incorpo­
rate looks at his approach to the 
world, what can be learned from 
It and Its relnmcc to today into 
fututt projects. His hlstorial 
significance ranges from his life 
u one of the last open-nnse 
cowboys in Montana. his role as 
an artist hired by the Works 
Progress Adminiltntlon in the 
Depre9slon and his statutt as one 
of the thrtt R's at the top of 
Western artiats, which include 
Charles Russell and William 
Remington. 

Di.al aald the WHC wants to 
restoce the cabin to look u it did 
when RaistOD worud there in 
the 1980s and to have some 
exhibits to tnftl to schools 
beglnnllls In tbe &IL Old pi-os 
oltbe cabin's lmrioc- will help in 
the,_ldon. 

"The moving and restoration 
project an, estimated to cost 
$56.000, and grants have been 
sought to help pay the com. 'Ibe 
public may help by donating to 
the J.JC. Ralston Fund at the 
WHC. 

1be move has drawn nc,w 
atteDlioo to Ralston. and people 
In the community who own 
Ralston wotb have cootacted 
the WHC about poaibly lendins 
malJOrials foe emibib oc to share 
stories about the artist. 

"11'1 been a v,ery rcwardinl! 
,ezperience to preserve the histo­
ry and qacy o{ Ken Ralstoo' 
and prepare to share It with th, 
public u soon as possibl• 
Gustafson said. 
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