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Aomon arter Musenm
Oclober 16, 2{}(.13

Ray shnpson, Sy,

simpson Antigue Gulleries
BHG Slyline Dhive, Suite 1
liousten, TX 77057

Dear Mr, Simpson;

Thank you e giving me the oppertunity 1o examine the bronze sculprare of The Brorco Buster
by Frederie Remington (1861-1009). T have looked at it closely and offer my opinion of it inmy
coraments helow.

Qverall, the cast seems  be eonsistent in several respects with the casts produced by Roiman
Bironze Works during the period 1916-1918, The cast is very elearly incised on the undersicic of
e sand-cast buse us number 182; as 1 told you sver the telephane, the numbers heginning with
172 and well past 189 generally date to 1917 in the foundry ledgers, According ip the Jist
sompiled by Michacl Shapiro. mymbier 182 i ane of several numbers that da not appear i the
ledgers, The underside of the hase seems fine to mo; there is ample evidonee of the biack sand
wsed by the casting process. and for the most part the surlace of the underside has the right
amuunt ol old pating, § did note, howaver, that the pin on the underside that sseures the right
e ool has a bright metal surfuce, unlike the other pin. Whether this Is evidence of repair
that was made a1 some point is dificult to dewermine. I did sce & fittle bit of what might be head
sodder at the cdge of the right rest hoof on the upper side of the base; perhaps the pin worked
lovse ut some point and was retiphiencd,

Cn (he upper side of the base, the Roman Browse Works foundey iseription, in small block
beteers with dashes afler the “NY aud *Y " i3 consistent with their style of inscription for that
period. Gverall, the detail on (he scuipluee is 2 bit less distinet than on earbier lost-wax casts, and
this s consistent with custs that were produced i the period. Reminglon had been dead for a
fumber of yuars, and the foundry’s attention to detsil fel] ofFin the peried of his wife’s
sdministralion of the estare. {Lva Reminglen died in 1918) If you compere this cast with one
(hat was made, say. in the year bllowing the artiscs death, you'il see a clear difference in the
sharpness of detail. On this vast the horse™s tail, for axam ple, is rether poorly handled sompared
16 the eardior casts, :
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I note that the cast i missing he guirt that nermally protrudes {rom the rider’s outstretched right
arsn, The pating, ovaerall, loaks 10 be authentic aud old, but very dull. There is o/t of loose dirt
in (e crevices, tndd some spots of green oxidation on the rider and underside of the saddle that -
showld be carcfully removed (or at feast covered with colored wax to stop their growth and de
ihem Trom view). One can see the typieal plaster dcpmﬂs of the lost-wax casting process In
some of the more inaccsssible areas, such as the crevices af the bick of the rider's head under the
bt The patina overall is wern down moserne lkely arcas (For example, on the cdpes of the
chapy or the horse™s mane and shoulders) that again could be treated with a Haht application of
colored wii, Overall, the seulpture would benefit from a igh( cleaning and a thin eout of wax
apphicd 1o a satin finish; evidence shows that Rerington’s soul plures wers originally {inished
his way, because the artist wanted the light to play aver the surface of the scuipture, not bounce
off ol it if the finish was {vo plossy.

fn summation, 1 see nething that would prevent me from suying that this cast is & good cxample
of an extate casl of Remington's famous bronve of The Bronco Busier. A3 11054 vou, there was a
fot of castiag activity before and afier Eva Remington’s death beeause there was the fear that the
foundsy would be foreed 1o stop its casting activitics. The Remington bronze remained very
popular long after the artisCs deuth, and i was 2 good souree of income for all concemed!

Thanks again for leling me [ook al this cast.

gt regards,

Rick Stewurt
Semior Curator of Western Painting & Seulpiure



